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JOHN TURTON, E. 


High Sheriff of the County of 
1 STAF FORD. 
| 


Honoured Sr, 

Ob are too w/e to bear the uſu- 
1 al Flattery of a Dedication, and 
too good to need it. I am therefore only 
led hereto ſay; J am perſwaded the ſame 
hearty Zeal for your Country's Good 
and Loyalty to your Prince, which hath 
carried you through a publick Station 
with much Honour and Reputation in 
the moſt difficult Times, hath alſo in 
ſome meaſtire diſpoſed you to think fo 
favourably of this Diſcourſe, as to de- 

fire the Publication of it. 
I am much the rather inclined to 
comply with your Requeſt, and the Re- 
A 2 queſt 
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queſt of thoſe other worthy Gentil 
that heard it, as it gives me here an Op- 
portunity to acknowledge with Gratitude 
the many ſingular Favours I have receiv- 


ed from you. And if the Sermon itſelf 


happen to contribute any thing towards 
a quiet and peaceable Submiſhon to our 
excellent King, ſuch as both the Laws 
of God and Men require, This, I am 
ſatisfyed, will moſt of all anſwer the 
End of your Requeſt, and will be — 
greateſt Satisfaction to, 


I R. 


Tour moſt obli ged 


humble Servant, 


. Joun LAURENCE. 
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g 
„ TAF EO R D. 
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n | Rom. xii. 4. 


For be beareth not the Sword 
6 in va. 
The whole Verſe thus. 


For he is the Miniſter of God to thee for 
Good: But if thou do that which is Evil, 
be affraid ; for he beareth not the Sword 
in vain; For he is the Miniſter of God, 
a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him 
that doth Emil. 


Agiſtracy and Miniftry being the 
ſtrengthening as well as adorning | 
Pillars of the Common-wealth of Man- 
1 kind, thoſe raſh People or blind Sampſont, 
F - - That - 


6 Chriſtian Religion the beſt 
that let their Shoulders to remove theſe 
Supports, do nothing elſe but pluck cer- 
tain Ruin upon their own Heads : For as 
Magiſtrates are the Pillars, that keep the 
World from falling into Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion; ſo Miniſters are the Lights, that 
God hath fer up to preſerve it from Igno- 
rance, Atheiſm, and Superſtition. For 
which Purpole both St. Paul and St. Peter 
do ſo fully and Emphatically deſcribe the 
divine Original of both Governments, both 
to enforce and to facilitate Obedience; that 
ve may learn to obey and be ſubject to thoſe, 
who are ſet over us in Church and State. 

For though the End of all civil Power 
be to preſerve Peace and Property, and 
the End of all Eccleſiaſtical Power be (to 


be ſure, not to diſturb the State, but) to 


promote the Purity and Salvation of Chriſt's 
Members; yet becauſe, either thro' Paſſion 
and Revenge, Ambition or Ayarice, Men 
oftentimes do not, or vill not regard their 
trueſt lntereſt, therefore it is obſervable, 
that the A poſtle here in this Chapter (which 
is to my preſent purpole) binds civil Obe- 

cience and Subjection upon People by a 
5 double 
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| Friend to ri; Government. 7 
double Sanction : Wherefore (ſaith j he) ye 
muſt. needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, 
that is, Out of fear of the Magiſtrate's 
power ; but alſo for Conſcience ſake ; for 
this yery reaſon, becauſe they are Gad Mi- 
niſters, and becauſe the Powers that be are 
ordained of God. Intimating plainly, that 
if the fear of danger from the civil Power 
will not reſtrain Men's Luſts and Paſſions; 
yet ſurely the Dread of an inviſible Power, 
and the Threatnings of the Goſpel bound 


upon the Conſcience, ſhould mightily influ- 


ence thoſe, who call themſelves Chriſtians, 


do pay a peaceable and quiet Submiſſion to 


the Powers that are in being: Or in ſhort, 
that Chriſtians ſhould make a Conſcience 
of obeying thoſe, from vhom they receive 
Protection; becauſe though the manner of 
governing, and the choice of Governors be 


an human Ordinance, lſicis avbgwrin ] yet 


the Power is from God. 

. Whereby we are informed, that every 

Perſon, let him be of what Rank, and in 

what Station, he will, rich or poor, Servant 

qr Maſter, Clergy or Laity, is obliged in 
A 4 duty 
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duty to be ſubject to the civil Power, in 
matters of a civil nature. 
Phich teaches us alſo by the way, that 
Chriſt is a Friend to Ceſar, and Chriſtia- 
nity no Enemy to true Loyalty, and the 
juſt Rights of Princes; who never appear 
more truly God's Deputies and Miniſters, 
than when they anſwer the End of Govern- 
ment, in the preſervation of Peace and Pro- 
perty. Accordingly it may be obſerved, 
that the beſt Chriſtians are always the beſt 
Subjects, and none fo true to their Prince, 
as thoſe that are moſt faithful to their God. 

But as I faid, becauſe Men always do 
not, or will not regard their Duty and their 
trueſt Intereſt, we are given to underſtand 
here in my Text, that the Magiſtrate 
beareth not the Sword in vain. 


In which words there are plainly two * 1 
Parts to be conſidered diſtinctly. 1 

I. A Conceſſion of Power in Magi- # and 
ſtrates, which God hath put into their: 
Hands. As the Miniſter of God, he bear the 
eth a Sword. "$2 civi 

II. A further Explication of that Power pla 
and Authority. He bearcth it not in vain. and 


I. Here 


, Sq _- Ca war * LT 


dience. 
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I. Here is a Conceſſion of Power and 


Authority in Magiſtrates, which God hath 


put into their hands. He is the Miniſter of 
God, and bears a Sword. He has a Sword 
put into his hand by God himſelf, as an 
Enſign of Terror to evil Doers.. As the Ro- 
mant uſed to carry Swords, Axes, and Rods 
before their Magiſtrates, in token of theit 
Pover and Authority over guilty and vick- 
ed Perſons, to ſuppreſs Licentiouſneſs; to 
keen the World in Awe; and to preſerve 
Order, Property, and Peace. 


Now from the Conceſſion here in my 
Text, I ſhall beg leave upon this Occaſion to 


! ſpeak to theſe two Things, which I eaſily 


ſuppoſe every one will allow to be proper 
Subjects to be handled before ſuch an Au- 


Firſt, The advantage and abſolute Ne- 


. ceſſity of a civil power over Men's Bodys 


and Eſtates. And | 
Secondly, That the Chriſtian Religion is 
the beſt Friend and greateſt Aſſiſtant to all 


y civil Governments. Both which Points are 
| Plainly deducible from St. Paul's Arguings 


and Exhortations in this Chapter. 


But 


But ſhall 1 (Firſt) have any need, un- 

| der ſuch a happy Conſtitution as ours, and 

| in ſuch a civilized place as this, to ſhew 
the neceſſity of good Government, whilſt 

Lou All daily experience the Bleſſing and 
advantage of it? I am petſwaded you are 

moſt of ye beforchand with me in conclu- 

ding, that Government, as it is God's Or- 
dinance, ſo it is Man's great Advantage 

and Comfort; Though 1 am apt to think 

it is here, as in moſt other the like caſes; we 

are never ſo ſenſibly touch'd with the 
Bleſſing, as when we come to be ſo un- 

happy as to feel the Want of it. * 

But, bleſſed be God, though that is far 

from being our preſent Condition; yet be- 

cauſe there are, at all times and in all pla- 

ces, many raſh, wicked, and daring Spirits, 
hurried on, either by Revenge, Covetoul- 
neſs, or Ambition, to attempt the diſtur- 
bance of civil Government, under the po- 
pular Pretence of miſtaken Liberty on the 
one hand, or of an indefeaxible Right in 
one particular Family to govern on the o- 
ther, it may not be amiſs to give one ſhore 
Vie w of the pteſent Felicity we enjoy un- 
| 1341 der 


Hund to civil Government, I 
der a ſettled Government; that you may 
d know how to value it, and at the ſame 
“time uſe your utmoſt Endeavours to pre- 
t Jferve it, from all dangerous Attempts of 
4d © deſtroying or diſturbing it. 
e The Neceſſity of a civil Power over 
= Nen“ 5 Bodys and Eſtates, of the Magi- 
— rate s on a Sword, appears plainly 
from hence; becauſe without it, neither 
Peace nor Property could be preſerved in 
any. Government, publick Inſtructions and 
Exhortations proving but a dead Letter to 
the moſt corrupt Part of Mankind. Where- 
fore St. Paul gives the Chriſtians at Rome 
to underſtand, that the ſupreme Governor 
bears a Sword by the divine Authority, and 
for that reaſon it became their duty to 
„ © ſubmitro publick Determinations; Other- 
{- viſe as he bore a Sword, ſo he did not 
r= | bear it in vain; but would exerciſe it in 
2- Þ Wrath upon him that doth evil. 
je However to ſweeten this Precept, that 
might ſeem harſh to ſome, he tells them 


o- in my Text, that as he is the Miniſter of 
tt God, ſo he is his Miniſter for Good 3 For 
. | good Ends and purpoles 3 For the good 
er 
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of his People; For increaſing the Happi- 
neſs and Comfort of Society. | 
And whata Bleſling is this to Mankind? 
That Kings and Rulers have a Power de- 
rived from God to reform the World ; to 
preſerve humane Nature from running 
wild and ſavage; to cure men's wicked Di- 
ſpoſitions; to curb their inſatiable Appe- 7 
rites; to puniſh evil Doers; to praiſe and 1 
encourage them that do well. And yet 
all this, and much more is included in the 
Bleſſing that attends thoſe, who live un- 
der a viſe and well eſtabliſned Govern- 
ment. 5 | | 
Indeed the Reward of Peace and Secu- 
rity, by means of a happy Government, 
each man doth in ſome meaſure receive, © 


every time he lyes down in ſafety, every ® , (+ 

: . a * -& the; 
time he cats his morſel in quiet; And if exc: 
Fudah and Iſrael dwell ſafely, every man . 
under his ou Vine and under bis own Fig- 8 
tree, what is this but the Effect of viſe be 
Laws and good Governors, that cauſe ,. 
peace on all ſides round about them? 1 Kings 4 
Sy OE # Zroa 
IV. 245 LF. ii 


In- 
— 4 5 
, 


the free Choice, Conſext, or Recognition of a 


7 Friend f0 civil Government. I3 
Indeed to repreſent Man's Governor 


and God's Miniſter, as one that acts with 
an arbitrary Power and a tyrannick Self- 


Will; that proſtitutes his delegated Au- 


thority to his own private Avarice or Am- 
bition; to fancy him like ſome unreaſo- 
nable fond Man, that has graſped Power 
into his hands by Conqueſt, Not by the 
Choice and (a) Recognition of the Peo- 


ple, bur by fortune ſtarting up into a 
Throne, only to make Sport with his In- 


feriors, rewardipg and puniſhing vithout 


regard to Good or Evil; This is to lay a 
Reproach upon the ſacred Office, and to 
ſuppoſe the higheſt Injury done to humane 


(a) If the Bible be the Rule, by which we are to judge of 
the proper Rights of Kings, whereby to challenge the Obedi- 
ence and Subjection of the People, That all "_ directis us to 


ation. There 
we meet with no Pretenſion to an indefeazible Right of Pri- 


mageniture to govern ; but the unanimous Voice or Recogni- 


tion of the hy is conſtantly made the proper Foundation of 
the Rights of Princes to their Crowns. 


Upon which account it is ſurprizing to find modern Chriſti- 


ans to ſet up political Schemes of therr own, built upon the i- 
maginary Principle of I kuow not what hereditary Ke 


ght; in- 
troducing thereby an Ar Pere and Tyrann er the 
Eibertys and Conſciences of Mankind, juſt as 4 there had 
been no ſuch Book as the holy Bible written for the guide and 


direction of Mankind, as to their temporal as well as eternal 
Happineſs. | ; 


- Nature, 
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Nature. This would make men figh and 


groan under Tyranny, and tempt Subjects 
to caſt off the Yoke, either to change their 


Governor, or to live deſperately without 
Law or Government in evil Courſes. . 

But now the Apoſtle gives us a 
more comfortable View than this; He tells 
us, he is the Miniſter of God for good; i. e. 
(As the Picty of our Liturgy expreſſes it) 


He ſtudys to preſerve the People committed 


to his Charge in wealth, peace, and Godli- \ 
neſs. In ſhort, we are to look upon our 
Governor,- as One that reſembles Him | 
from whom he receives his Authority and 

Commiſſion, that is good and juſt, and 
a Terror to all forts of evil Doers; One 


that is a faithful Guardian of Property, 
the Protectour of Innocence, and the Pa- 


tron of Virtue; which is the very Argument 
the Apoſtle uſes ro recommend and en- 
dear Obedience to Chriſtians. | 

Neither are we to miſtake the Apoſtle 


ſo far, as to think, when he gives us ſuch 


a high Character of a Ruler, that he 
forms to himſelf and deſcribes to others 
only the Imaginary Idea of a Governor; 


ſuch 


Friend to civil Govermnent. 15 


ſuch as the World may rather fancy and 


wiſh for, than ever hope to enjoy. No, 
© without queſtion, he gives us the Defini- 
tion of ſuch an one, as the divine Good- 
| neſs hath often bleſs d Mankind vithall. 


Nay, did not vilful Blindneſs and 


Prejudice pervert the Judgment of too ma- 
ny amongſt us, it would caſily be diſcern- 
ed, and as univerſally acknowledged, that 
ve have a Prince now reigning over us, 
(and God grant he may long reign!) than 
Z whom it is hard to imagine any one more 


inclined or better qualifyed to, make us a 
happy People; whole great Judgment, Wile 
dom, and Experience in the Art of Govern- 


ment, joyncd to his Exemplary Goodnefs, 
7 Tenderneſs, and Compaſſion, render him 
lovely in the Eyes of a free People, and 

* deſpicable ro None bur thoſe, who court 


Slavery and Tyrants. 
A feeling Senſe of the Bleſſing of a wile 
Governor ought to extort ſuch Acknow- 


ledgments; Neither can they be called 
Flattery, becauſe - his Character is tranſ- 
> mitted to us from abroad, where he was 


highly eſteemed by all his Neighbours, 
and univerlally beloved by all his Subjects. 


| \ 
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In ſaying of this, I do not apprehend 
that J have in the leaſt left my Argument; eich 
which ſuppoſes the Apoſtle in this Chap- Wc 
ter to give a Character of a wiſe and a 
good Governor; ſuch as not only Gould 
be ſo in Intention of Office and Duty; but 
what it and hath been fo in the real Ex- 
perience of Mankind. J 

In plain truth, did their Goodneſs lye 
only in the Adminiſtration of juſtice be- 
tween Man and Man; in the Protection 
of Innocence and Right; in freeing Men 
from Rapine and Bloodſhed, this vould 

Juſtify the Apoſtle's Character of a Mini- 
ſter for Good, and make his Argument to 
Obedience perſwaſive; for theſe, the A+ 
poſtle tells us, are all owing to their 
Care and Vigilance; They attend (faith 

he, ver. 6) continually on this very thing: 
which makes them truly Bleſſings to Soci- 
ety, and Benefactors to Mankind. 

I will not pretend, within the Limits 
of a Sermon, to recount the various Bleſ- 
ſings that muſt attend that People, who 
have a wiſe Governor that bears a Sword; 
much leſs ro ſhew you particularly the Ne- 


_ cellity 
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id Weeffiry and Uſefulneſs of humane Laws; 
u, Neither in order ro enforce the Laws of 
P- MGod, and to oblige thoſe to be governable 
a and ſubiect for wrath, that will not beſo 
2 for Conſcience ſake, or in order to ſecure and 
ut determine every Man's Right and Proper- 
X- ty: It may be ſufficient to my preſent Ar- 

gument to obſerve, that We, of all others in 
ye the World, have leaſt reaſon to think Go- 
de- | yernment a Yoke; whilſt our Lives, our 
on | Eſtates, and our true Liberties are fo happily 
en | guardedon all ſides, and we have wiſe Laws 
ald to defend us from Licentiouſneſs on the one 
ni - hand, and Tyranny on the other; Both 
vhich are ſo dangerous to true Liberty and 
Property, to the Peace both of Church and 
State. 

Nothing indeed is more apt to be miſta- 
ken than true Liberty ; which, when rightly 
underſtood, is certainly one of the greateſt 
Bleſſings and Privileges of humane Nature. 
For it is not properly a Power of doing what 
ve will, but of doing with Safety and plea- 
vho Þ ſure what we ould will, what becemes us 

to act and do, as Chriſtians and reaſonable 
Creatures made for Society : Bur a Liber- 


B ty 


by, 


"" "BG, coe, Nin ths TY 
ty of acting abſolutely all that a Man has a 
mind to, what ſoewer ſeems right in his 
own Eyes, without Law or Government, 
what is this but more properly Licentiouſ- 
neſs? which under a popular Notion hath ſo 


often brought upon Mankind all the miſet- 


able Calamitys of miſtaken Freedom. 

In truth, ſuch a lavleſs Liberty as this, is 
not ſo much as indulged even our Gover- 
nor himſelf; inaſmuch as it is ſuch a Li- 
berty as a good Prince would not deſire, 
and a bad one ought not to be truſted with; 
vhich is that vhich makes our Conſtituti- 
on ſo truly valuable and precious to thoſe, 
who. contend only for juſt Liberty, and 
know the Worth of uritten Laws too well, | 
to deſire that either Prince, or People 
ſhould live without Law, 

The divine Providence bath been mar- 
velouſſy good and gracious to Us; not only 
in putting us under an eaſie and truly Em. 

gli Government, but in preſerving it to us: 
A Government, that knows no Rule but 
our Laws, nor any other End but the 
Peace and Rr 4 — of our Country; the 


Safety and Protection of our Perſons; the 
Pre- 
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| Preſervation of our Rights and Libertys; 


and above all, the Encouragement of Virtue, 
and the upholding the proteſtant Intereſt. 
Whilſt therefore it remains an undeniable 
truth, that Subjects have their Rights, as 


well as Princes their Prerogatives, it be- 


comes the Duty, as well as Intercſt of a 


brave People, ro ſupport their known 
Rights, and to defend themſelves againſt the 
Encroachments of Oppreſlors. Otherwile, if 
a whole Nation mult ramely ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be made aPrey to one of their Fel- 
low-Creatures, and be devoured by thoſe, 
who are of the ſame kind with themſelves; 
then the true Value of Liberty; the juſt and 

proper Uſe of Power; the Obligations of 
thoſe that are in Authority; and the na- 
tural as well as civil Rights of thoſe that are 
under it, ate All but Empiy Names of Things, 


| bare imaginary Principles and Privileges, 


wherewith Mankind is only deceived and 
deluded. But yet, let ſlaviſl. Flatterers pre- 
tend what they pleaſe, theſe are valuable 
Bleſſings, worth contending for and preſer- 
vingz; And wiſe Men will always think har 
Prince, who bears a Sword, which the 
B 2 Laus 
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20 Chriſtian Religion the beſt 
Laus put into his Hands, is the only true 
Governor of his People. 

W hich Conſideration naturally leads me 
to take Notice of and admire the wiſe Pro- 
viſion, that is made by our Conſtitution 
for the Execution of theſe its moſt excellent 
La vs; that they may not prove only a dead 
Letter, but may have their deſigned Effect, 
and anſwer the End for which they were 


made. of 

To prevent therefore the difficulty of ver) 
having conſtant recourſe to the Throne,Ju- to ſ 
ſtice is brought home in a manner to our 8 
own Doors, and thus twice in a Year maxes, the 
as it were, a ſolemn Proceſſion through the civi 


Land, inviting all thoſe who are aggrieved, ſtrat 
to come for help, and inflicting actual fure 


Puniſhment on the lawleſs and diſobedient. 
Ü beſe viſible Advantages, (and the in- firm 
viſible ones are infinite) of the Execution the 
of our Laws, we {ce with pleaſure: For ro Þ| (fait 
the avful Preſence of you, my Lords, on theſe be 
Occaſions, is owing that greater Security {© C01 


and peace, which we enjoy all the Year Þ| for 
after; And theſe ſolemn Aſſemblies doubt- 
les ſtrike Terrour into thoſe, that might 

FU | be 
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be inclined at all times to diſturb our 
Dwellings and the Nation's quiet. 

This may ſerve to ſhew the Neceſſity, as well 
as Advantage of a Magiſtrate's bearing a 
Sword, of a coercive power to ſet bounds 


to unreaſonable Deſires, and to force Men 
to be governable. 


But leaſt it ſhould be ſaid, that all this 
might be effected purely by the Penalties 
of humane Laws, I thall now ſhew you 
very briefly, vhat becomes me as a Divine 


to ſhew 


Secondly, That the Chriſtian Religion is 
the beſt Friend and greateft Aſſiſtant to all 
civil Government, by enabling the Magi- 
ſtrate to bear the Sword with greater Plea- 
ſure, Security and Eaſe. For 

1. It hath founded Obedience upon the 


firmeſt and molt enduring Foundation, 
the Principle of CONSCIENCE. Wherefore 
| (faith the Apoſtle in this Chap.) ye muſt needs 
| be ſubject not only for wrath, but alſo for 


CONSCIENCE ſake. That is to ſay, Not only 


for fear of the Magiſtrate's Power; but al- 


ſo for the ſake of your Duty and Conlfci- 
ence, vhich binds Obedience upon you 
B 3 more 


22 Chriftan Religion the beſt © 
more ſtrongly; inaſmuch as he #s the Mi- 
niſter of God: And St. Peter's Argument 
is juſt the ſame. Submit your ſelves---for 
the Lord's Sate for ſo is the Will of God. 
Het. ii. 13, 2-5; 

Indeed, all the politick Arts of go- 
verning Men's rude Paſſions ſignifie little, 
in compariſon of the ſtrong Tyes of Con- 
ſcience, and the Fence of religious Obli- 
gations: For though the Neceſſitys of 
Nature may incline, nay compel Men, 
though never fo rude, into ſome kind of 
Order Yer if once Conſcience be laid a- 
ſide, and Religion baniſhed our of Men's 
Minds, Government would ſoon become a 
tottering and unſteady thing. 

This is ſo plain and evident, that the 
Governors of all Perſwaſions in Religion 
are ſenſible of it; whilſt they dare not 
truſt to their own Power in the Caſe; but 
are forced to fetch in the Aids of Religi- 
on to ſupport their Thrones, lined with 
Cares, Fears, and Jealouſys. And though 
we ſhould ſuppoſe ſome not very forward 
to believe, or overfond of practiſing Re- 

ligion themſelves; yet they take all ima- m 


ginable 
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ginable Care to inſtill and cheriſh it in the 
at Minds of their Subjects, by publick In- 


r ſtructions, and to bind Subjection and O- 
d. bedience by the ſacred Tye of Oaths upon 
their Conſciences; as thinking vithout 

o- | theſe religious Helps, their Office would be 

e; NF precarious and inſupportable. | 

- Hence therefore ve learn, that the truly i 
honeſt and conſcientious Perſons are the 

real Support, and beſt Security of every 
Government; becauſe they act upon ſtea- 

dy Principles, and do not ſhift and change, 
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„„ 4.5 4 ok . ˙ . ⏑— I. 4 


1- as their Paſhons or little Intereſts lead 
them; as is obſervable in too many a- 
a mongſt us, that move, as it were, mecha- 


nically, juſt as they find ſome ſtrong Im- 
e | pulſe laid upon them from external Cauſes. 


n Whereas the Man of Conſcience is never 
J in danger of ſuch Varictys in his Manners; 
IL becauſe he acts by Virtue's unchangeable 


* Reaſons: Which vay ſoever Intereſt or 
N Party incline; Let the Prince frown or 
. ſmile, *ris all one; he keeps his pace, ſlea- 


dy and uniform to the End. 
This is one Inſtance, amongſt a great 
- many that I could name, to fhew you that 
B 4 : «M0 
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more ſtrongly; inaſmuch as he it the Mi- 


niſter of God: And St. Peter's Argument 
is juſt the ſame. Submit your ſelves--For 
the Lord's Sale for ſo is the Will of God. 
1 Pet. ii. 13, 15. 5 
Indeed, all the politick Arts of go- 


verning Men's rude Paſhons ſignifie little, 


in compariſon of the ſtrong Tyes of Con- 


ſcience, and the Fence of religious Obli- 


gations: For though the Neceſſitys of 


Nature may incline, nay compel Men, 


though never ſo rude, into ſome kind of 


Order Yer if once Conſcience be laid a- 
ſide, and Religion baniſhed our of Men's 
Minds, Government would ſoon become a 
tottering and unſteady thing. 

This is ſo plain and evident, that the 


Governors of all Perſwaſions in Religion 


are ſenſible of it; whilſt they dare not 
truſt to their own Power in the Caſe; bur 
are forced to fetch in the Aids of Religi- 
on to ſupport their Thrones, lined with 
Cares, Fears, and Jealouſys. And though 
we ſhould ſuppoſe ſome not very forward 
to believe, or overfond of practiſing Re- 
ligion themſelves; yet they take all ima- 


ginable 


dy Principles, and do not ſhift an 
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Sable Gre to inſtill and cheriſſi it in the 
Minds of their Subjects, by publick In- 


ſtructions, and to bind Subjection and O- 


bedience by the ſacred Tye of Oaths upon 
their Conſciences; as thinking vithout 


theſe religious Helps, their Office vould be 


precarious and inſupportable. 


Hence therefore ve learn, that the truly 
honeſt and conſcientious Perſons are the 


real Support, and beſt Security of every 


Government; becauſe they mY 


_— {tea- 
change, 
as their Paſhons or little Intereſts lead 
them; as is obſervable in too many a- 
mongſt us, that move, as it were, mecha- 
nically, juſt as they find ſome ſtrong Im- 
pulſe laid upon them from external Cauſes. 
Whereas the Man of Conſcience is never 
in danger of ſuch Varietys in his Manners; 
becauſe he acts by Virtue's unchangeable 
Reaſons: Which way ſoever Intereſt or 


Party incline; Let the Prince frown or 


ſmile, *ris alle one; he keeps his pace, ſtea- 

dy and uniform to the End. 
This is one Inſtance, amongſt a great 
many that I could name, to ſhew you that 
B 4 | the 
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the Chriftidn Religion is a any Friend to 
civil Government, Having founded the O- 
bedience of the Subject upon that firm 
and ſteady Principle of Cos cIEN OE. 
I ſhall only adi 43103 ma 
2. That Government. is alſo much aſ- 
ſiſted by the Chriſtian Religion, as ve are 
given to underſtand, that the Powers that 
be lor are found exiſting] are ordained of 
God, and that the divine Providence hath 
I placed Governors his Deputys and Mini- 
. ſters in that high Station, for the Benefit 
and Advantage of thoſe that obey. He is 
the Minifler of God to thee for good, faith 
the Apoſtle. That is to ſay, He is the In- 
ſtrument, that God is pleaſed to employ 
for the Welfare and Government of Man- 
kind; And for that purpoſe hath derived 
his Authority upon all lawful Power to go- 
vern men according to his own Laws of juſt 
and right; that Subjects may thereby be 
more ſtrongly obliged to obey. 9 
Thus vhen a Man is once aſſured, that 
the moſt high God rules in the World, and 
I hath conſtituted a ſovereign Power in all 
Ea Kingdoms to keep Peace and Order, and 
to 


he cannot think it ether burtbenſome Fs 


- unreaſonable to obey. 


Indeed, to look upon our Se as 
deveſted of all divine Authority, this will 
naturally take off the Force of the Obliga- 
tion, as 'vel as the Pleaſure of Obedience; 
But when it is conſidered, that they are the 
Miniſters of God's Providence; that they 
derive their Authority from Heaven; that 
they act by a ſpecial Commiſſion from the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, in order 
to rule men "ft in the Fear of God, this 
muſt needs render Obedience Nahen, 
comfortable, and eaſy. 

And yet this is the true plain Chriſtian 


. vhich has been made ſo very of- 


fenſive, by thoſe abſurd Schemes of abſolute 
Power and uncontrollable Dominion, which 
have been of late advanced by the Patrons 


of ſecular and ſpiritual Tyranny, over the 


Libertys and Conſciences of Mankind. For 


alas, though Chriſtianity is the greateſt 


Friend to Government, by deriving all Au- 
thority from Heaven; yet God has no where 
given Leave that his divine Commiſſion 

ſhould 
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I can learn) never ſupporting any ſuch Pre- 
tenſions, 3 aſtifying any ſuch illegal and 
ulurp'd Authorit . x Havel 
Our Saviour and his Apoſtles do indeed, 
upon all Occaſions, enforce the Duty of 
Submiſſion and Obedience to Governors; 
But no otherwiſe, than by general Rules 
and Exhortations ; And indeed from the 
very ſame Motives, that they enforce Obedi- 
ence to Parents and Maſters; without Ex- 
cluding the Suppoſition, that extraordinary 
caſes may diſſolve the Relation; that even 
good men may wiſh and pray for the Re- 
moval of vicked Tyrants, taking that for a 
merciful Providence, that delivers them 
from them. | 


* 


(b) What fort of ſpiritual Tyranny has been exerciſed over 
the Conſtiences of Mankind ander a pretended Commiſſion 
from Jeſus Chriſt I need not ſay to thoſe, who have read the. 
2 of the Reformation. Nay it is to be obſerved that 
though Chri/?s Kingdom is plarnly not of this orld, nor 
cer temporal Rewards and Puniſhments ; yet ſuch Do- 
mes have of late been advanced by the Revivers of abſo- 


lute Dominion, and az Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy ; (uot under 
the Notion of Infallibility, bat under the weaker pretence of + 
AY always in T7 right) har one cannot — a 
opery under a di xi is making its laſt Struggles in thts 
Fart ur leaſt of the Chriſtian World. | 9 
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could give ſeveral (c) other Inſtances, 


only a word or two to the other Part of 
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herein it vould appear, that the 8 vord of 
the Magiſtrate is marveloully aſſiſted by the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion: but I 
chuſe to draw to a Concluſion by ſaying 


my Text. vix. 
II. Beſides a plain Conceſſion of power 


in Magiſtrates, there is a further Explicati- 


on of that Authority; He beareth not the 
Sword in vain. But even here I have alrea- 
dy in great meaſure anticipated my pur- 
pole. For if there be a Sword put into the 


Hand of the Magiſtrate, as an Enſign of 
Power and Authority delegated from God, 


we cannot conceive, but it mult be for the 
Exerciſe of power; not in vain, but for 


good ends and purpoſes : For the puniſhment 


of evil Doers, and for the praiſe of them that 
do well, faith the Apoſtle: And again; He 


| is the Miniſter of God to Thee for Good. 


However, becauſe there are ſome In- 


ſtances, wherein it may be thought this 
Power would be very properly and ſeaſonably 


(o) 3 ety other Inſtances will be mentioned particu- | 


larly in a 


Ruß 


reatiſe Of Chriſtian Prudence, no? yet publiſhed. 


- Þ 

= 

b 

| 

| 


Qin Reign the bt | 
e L wall crave leave to offer e | 
to your Conſideration, and treſpaſs upep 
your Patience no longer. 

Firſt, I ſuppoſe you All agree with me, 
that would be a noble End of the Magi - 
ſtrate's power, if he could ſuppreſs, or at 

leaſt give a Check to that open Prophane- 

neſs and Immorality, too too viſible in 
moſt populous Places. A ſcandalous Pro- ty! 
phanation of the Lord's Day; Curling and pre 
Swearing in the Streets; Leud Songs and 


rit 
Drunkenneſs: Thele things, let them not kh 
be once heard, or ſeen, or named among Na: 
you, as becometh Chriſtians. And indeed (as 
one cannot forbear to hope, thar, whilſt req 
there is a Chriſtian Magiſtrate that bears a the 
Sword, and (which is a very material Cir- Diſ 
cumſtance) vants not Courage to drau it thin 
in defence of God's Honour, we ſhould no Crit 
longer hear of ſuch daring Immoralitys, ſo tual 
diſnoneurable to all Societys. 5 the 


Secondly, Becauſe ſome Men's ** ſtur 
are leavened with a bitter Zeal, deſtructive 
to the very Being of Society, and dangerous 
to ſettled Order and Government, as it 
breaks out into Sedition and Rebellion un- 

der 


- 


| y | wg 3 0 , 5 $ | a 
Friend to civil Government. 29 
der the abſurd Pretences of the hereditary 


always be thought Wiſdom in any Govern- 


|; ment to convince Such, that the Magiſtrate 
' bears not the Sword in vain. | i 
It alters not the Caſe, that theſe Diſtur- 


bers of a Nation's quiet, are led on by thoſe, 
that boldly claim an Eccleſiaſtical Authori- 
ty for ſowing the Seeds of Sedition, and 
pretend to an abſolute independent Superio- 
rity over the civil Magiſtrate : Becauſe theſe 
haughty Claimsare intirely contrary to the 
Nature of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, which 
(as I have ſhewn) in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 
requires Submiſſion to the civil Power, in 
the Clergy as well as Laity. For though 
Diſobedience to ſpiritual Governors, in 
things of a ſpiritual Nature, be a heinous 
Crime in the Sight of God; yet even ſpiri- 
tual Governors themſelves, when they leave 
the pure and peaceable Laws of Chriſt, to di- 
js ſturb the State with ſecular and political 


e ont ono. 


and indefeazible Rights of Princes, it will 


. * 


e Principles, muſt expect to feel its Reſent- 
Is ment, and be convinced by Experience, that 
it they are Subjects to the civil Power. 


In 
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In truth, no greater Scandal can be de- 
tived upon the Chriſtian Religion, than lit 
for any of its Members (eſpecially the Mi- ſu} 
niſters thereof) to give Occaſion to the cis || Ty: 
vil Power to guatd againſt riotous Princi- || me 


ples and Practices. Accordingly we find, an 
the Adverſatys to Chriſtianity, of old could 

find no ſuch effectual Calumny to expoſe the 
and defame it, as this; That it was an E- Us 


nemy to the civil Government , (d) viſely 
enough concluding, that could they but in- 
fuſe into men a Belief of this Scandal, no- utr 
thing could poſſibly raiſe an higher Averſi- jg 
on in Mankind againſt it, nor render it far 
more baſe and infamous in the Opinion of Na 
the World. Wherefore I cannot but think, the 
that [in ſome reſpects] Faction under a | Pity 
Pretence of Religion is more dangerous to not 
Society, and a greater Reproach to Chri- can 
ſtianity, than even Prophaneneſs and open of t 
Impiety. g. uh 
Laſtly, Peace and Unanimity being ſuc I E 


great Supports to any Government, and I Dill 
ſuch becoming Characters among Chriſti- 0 
ans, 1 ſhould be wanting, if 1 did not add © 
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f ſuppreſs Opprobrious Language, Animoſi- 


tys and Quarrels, and to encourage and pro- 
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Friend to civil 


rity, if it could any way be inſtrumental to 


mote the contrary Virtues of Peace, Love, 


and Benevolence. 


Indeed it is very melancholly to conſider 
the preſent State of Chriſtianity amongſt 
us; vhilſt thoſe odious Party-Names are 

| and apply d to particular Perſons, 
> oj good mh on boch Sides, with the 
utmoſt Venome and Rancour. 

I vill not take upon me to enquire, how 
far the Scandal of applying theſe hateful 
Names to particular Perſons may call for 
the real Exerciſe of the Magiſtrate's Autho- 
rity: But this I may ſay, that if there is 
not ſome Stop put to this Evil in time, ve 
can expect nothing elſe but a viſible Decay 
of true Religion amongſt us, and to have 


the very Vitals thereof, PURITY and 


H F EA CE, eaten out by Party- names and 


Diſtinctions. 

God grant that every one of us in our 
leyeral Stations, eſpecially Miniſters and 
Magiſtrates, may do our Utmoſt co ſup- 
prels 


; 


8 


F F Goverment. 3% 
that it vould be a noble Exerciſe of Autho- 
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